Name: _____________________________________ Date: __________________________ Period: ____
Guided Notes: How a Bill Becomes a Law
1. Define: Legislation - _______________________________________________________
2. Define: Bill - _____________________________________________________________
3. Did the federal government “want the lawmaking process to be complicated? If so, why?” __________________________________________________________________ ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. Name four groups of people who might introduce a bill? 
a. __________________________________________________________________
b. __________________________________________________________________
c. __________________________________________________________________
d. __________________________________________________________________
5. Who are the people representing “interest groups” who often suggest new laws? ______________________________________________________
6. What is the name of the speech the president gives to Congress every January? ______________________________________________________
7. Who is the “leader” of the House of Representatives? ____________________________ ________________________________________________________________________
8. Who is the “leader” of the Senate? ___________________________________________
9. After a bill is introduced where is it sent? ______________________________________
10. Where is most of the Congress done? _________________________________________
11. List the four different types of committees:
a. __________________________________________________________________
b. __________________________________________________________________
c. __________________________________________________________________
d. __________________________________________________________________
12. Define: Standing Committees - ______________________________________________ ________________________________________________________________________
13. Define: Conference Committees - ____________________________________________ ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
14. List four Standing Committees:
a. __________________________________________________________________
b. __________________________________________________________________
c. __________________________________________________________________
d. __________________________________________________________________
15. What makes committees “ideal”? ____________________________________________ ________________________________________________________________________
16. True or False: Most bills make it out of committee? ______________________________
17. What happens to bills that make it out of committee? ____________________________ ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
18. Define: “Filibuster” - _______________________________________________________ ________________________________________________________________________
19. If a bill passes through one house, where is it sent next? __________________________ ________________________________________________________________________
20. If a bill makes it through both houses, where does it get sent next? ________________________________________________________________________
21. What is the last step of a bill? _______________________________________________ ________________________________________________________________________
22. What two things can a president do with a bill? _________________________________ ________________________________________________________________________
23. Define “veto”: ____________________________________________________________
24. What can Congress do to override a veto? _____________________________________ ________________________________________________________________________
25. [bookmark: _GoBack]Are vetoes often “overridden”? ______________________________________________
